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PLAN FOR WASTEWATER RE-USE ON
LOCAL VINEYARDS SHELVED

n May 12, the Sonoma County

Water Agency withdrew its

Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) for the extensive use of treated
municipal wastewater to irrigate thousands
of acres of vineyards in the Russian River,
Dry Creek and Alexander Valleys. This
proposal, the North Sonoma County
Agricultural Reuse Project — or NSCARP,
had been controversial for years.

NSCARP would have moved wastewater
from several treatment plants in the
populous areas of the County to northern
valley vineyards via the City of Santa Rosa’s
Geysers pipeline and an additional 112 miles
of new distribution pipes and I7 reservoirs.

Critics of the NSCARP proposal,
including the AVA, found the EIR
untenable due to uncertainties about
the quality of the wastewater, the range
of pollutants, effects on drinking water,
geotechnical problems at dam sites, and
the impacts of wastewater on vines and
protected species of salmon in the Russian
River.

At the May 12th hearing, the Water
Agency made a surprise decision to pull
the EIR, citing funding and wastewater
availability issues. (Santa Rosa has
committed most of its wastewater to
generating carbon-free electricity at the
chsers) This came as a relief to the more

than 100 people packing the board chambers,
with many environmental groups and grape
growers opposed to the plan.

Recycling wastewater is an excellent idea,
in concept. However, each project and each
location is different and, in combination,
they pose unique sets of risks. The growing
need for water for irrigation will certainly
result in newer and better proposals coming
forward that are based on the use of recycled
wastewater. An updated and downscaled
version of NSCARP could be among them.

The AVA was a founding member of the
Clean Water Coalition (CWQC) of Northern
Sonoma County along with the Dry Creek
Valley Association and other local community
groups. CWC led the effort to analyze the
impacts of the NSCARP project and ensure
that residents, elected officials, farmers and
business owners were made aware of the
possible consequences of this inadequately
studied plan. CWC hired respected
independent researchers who quantified the
threat to local drinking water wells and the
contamination risks for salmon.

By working together on CWC projects,
members of the AVA have become active and
knowledgeable water experts, and together
they will continue to play an important role
in protecting our local environment and
agricultural resources.



THE COMMUNITY STORE

n case you have not noticed, the

Alexander Valley Store & Bar

has been closed for almost g
months and will soon be undergoing
significant renovation. The property
was purchased by Medlock Ames
Winery a couple of years ago and
their plan to build a Tasting Room
& Country Store will soon start to
unfold. The tasting room and store
will be open daily between 10am and
5:00pm. The bar operation at the
back of the building will be open

during evenings. Currently Medlock
Ames are waiting on the county for
their Use Permit but hope to start
the remodeling process by August 1,
2009.

The house that is on the property is
being offered for FREE! All you have
to do is come and take it away. If you
would like this old remodeled Farm
House contact Medlock Ames Winery
at 431.8845.

THE ALEXANDER VALLEY SCHOOL

F I The Alexander Valley School

(AVS) had a terrific 2008-

9 school year, the first in
which Bob Raines has presided as
Superintendent. The teaching staff
made some significant changes during
this last school year. Spanish is now
taught to all students, Kindergarten
enjoys extended hours and a modified
schedule on Wednesday has created
the time for teachers to work together
to improve their instruction and the
school program.

The California budget continues
to cause angst for all Public schools
and AVS is no different. Funds for
the new roof and blacktop projects are
frozen and the school is working on

other options to kecp those projects
on schedule.

When we caught up with Mr. Raines
recently he preferred to talk about
the good things that are happening
to make AVA a more productive and
happier school for the 135 students.

In the last couple of years the school
has invested more time and resources

in programs aimed at educating
students about healthy living. The
Student Council conducted the
“Jump Rope for Heart” program;

a combination fund raiser for the
American Heart Association and

a teaching event regarding heart
healthy practices (exercise and
diet). There was an intramural flag
football tournament in the fall and a
basketball tournament for 4th, 5th,

and 6th grade students in the spring.
For the first time in most peoples’
memory the school had a basketball
team playing against other elementary
schools in Santa Rosa, Healdsburg,
and Petaluma.

With funds raised by the Parents’
club the school has just purchased a

new playground structure; the old
ones were at least 40 years old and no
longer up to code. Although profits
from the annual Spaghetti dinner and
auction were down this year, it was
still a huge success and the community
continued to show enormous support.
This is the Parent’s club largest

fund raiser of the year, and helps to
support music, art, and computers
and the school’s garden program.

Parents and volunteers have recently
completed the installation of an
irrigation system in front of the
school and the front is in the process
of being landscaped.

The students have been very active
in helping raise money for their
programs using 2 environmentally
friendly vehicles to generate funds.

In a scheme sponsored by Wal-Mart
the 6th graders collected plastic bags
to be recycled with the proceeds going
to their end of year trip. The second
program was linked to the Student
Garbology project which involved
generating funds by recycling the
school waste for compost and pig feed.



AVA PICNIC

he 2009 AVA Picnic will be held on Sunday
I August 2nd at 12 noon on the Hoot Owl Picnic
Grounds. This is one of the premier events for
residents of the valley, featuring gri]]ed meat, chicken,

beans and a whole host of salads and desserts provided by
you, the valley residents.

The fine tradition of the AVA picnic was started by the
Greens and the Youngs to make sure the neighbors in the
Alexander Valley had a chance to mix, meet each others’
families and enjoy the local food and wine. The barbeque
is catered, but the competition to make the best salad or
dessert is quite fierce these days, but hasn’t always been
that way as recalled by former board president Karen
Passalacqua. “As a new resident to AV in 1997, but born and
raised in Healdsburg, our small family was really excited to
come to our first AVA picnic. Imagine my surprise when I
went to the dessert table, and saw how many Costco desserts
were displayed! I had grown up having AV produce; either
picking berries at a friend’s ranch, or perhaps a farm
family would drop off some good fruit to my grandparents.
Later, it would wind up in a pie. Anyway, my motto is ‘no
purchased food’, and certainly not at a community picnic!
We have many generations, and still a few ‘farm wives’ in

the valley. I knew there had to be tons of cherished
recipes out there! We just took that idea, and
decided to make a contest. How can anyone refuse
a neighborly competition, especially when many

of us are foodies? The Big Blue Ribbon Prize just
came from the image of state fair winners. The first
year was humble. But honestly, it just took off after
that. You now see people reany getting ‘into it’,
with presentation and jockeying for a position on
the table. Now the celebration includes the best of
people’s gardens, and famﬂy traditions.”

So, dig out your family recipes or try that recipe in
the magazine you have always wanted to — just don’t
forget to taste it! This year families with surnames
beginning A-L are asked to bring a dessert and M-Z
a salad. Prizes are offered for the most beautiful, the
most delicious and most original in both dessert and
salad categories. We also are looking for judges who
feel they can negotiate this high stress competition
with dignity and humor. (call Alison 486-9698)
Please bring family members and enjoy the home
cooking, the best wines from the valley and soak up
the infectious Alexander Valley community spirit.






